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The Governorôs Advisory Council on Disability Affairs (GACDA) was established by Governor John 

Bel Edwards through Executive Order NO. JBE 2016-10 on April 7, 2016 to monitor state          

compliance with the Americans with Disability Act and to advise the governor on the needs of     

individuals with disabilities in Louisiana. GACDA is also charged with assisting the Governorôs     

Office of Disability Affairs with the resolution of state disabilities issues and provide education,    

communication, and networking services concerning disability issues and needs for all Louisiana 

citizens. GACDA is composed of 31 members appointed by governor Edwards. Support staff,       

facilities and resources for GACDA are provided by the Governorôs Office of Disability Affairs within 

the Governorôs Office of Programs and Planning.  

GACDA is required to submit an annual report to the governor pursuant to Executive Order NO. 

JBE-2016-10. This report highlights the significant activities undertaken by GACDA in addressing 

the needs of individuals with disabilities in the state of Louisiana.  

This annual report provides an overview of the important achievements of GACDA. The council    

carries out its responsibilities through its various standing committees. These committees are      

comprised of individuals representing the public, not-for-profit, and self advocate sectors who      

provide invaluable contributions of time, expertise and unwavering commitment to articulate the 

needs of individuals with disabilities.   
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Lynette Fontenot  

GACDA Chairperson 

Laura Brackin, Ph.D. Donna Breaux  
Member at Large 

Sharon Buchert 
Representative of 

Governorôs Office of 

Elderly Affairs  

Gerald Boudreaux 
Representative     

Member of the         

Louisiana State      

Senate 

Katie Corkern 
Representative of 

LaCAN 

Amy Dawson  

Representative     

Member of the         

Governorôs Office of 

Emergency            

Preparedness 

Tara Delee  

Representative     

Member of the         

Office of Behavioral 

Health  
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Sharon Hennessey  

Representative     

Member of People 

First Louisiana 

Joshua Hollins 

Representative of the 

Department of     

Transportation and 

Development 

Nancy Hicks  
Representative of the 

Louisiana Department 

of Education  

Representative of 

Community             

Providers                

Association  

Jamie Karam  
Representative     

Member of LATAN 

Harry Brady  
Member at Large 

 Gale Dean  

Representative     

Member of the         

Statewide          

Independent Living 

Council 
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Christopher Kirby  
Representative of the 

Department of       

Children and Family 

Services  

Tara Leblanc  
Representative of 

Office of Aging and 

Adult Services 

   Cynthia Obier  
Representative of the 

State Fire Marshal 

Public Safety  

Laureen Mayfield 
Representative of 

the Louisiana         

Association of Special 

Education                

Administrators  

Kelly Monroe  
Representative of the 

Arc of Louisiana  

Libby Murphy  
Representative of the 

Louisiana                

Rehabilitation Council 

Paula Rodriguez 
Representative of the 

Deaf Grassroots 

Movement 

John Schroeder  
Representative of the 

Louisiana House of 

Representatives  

Linda Theriot  
Representative of the 

Department of Veteran 

Affairs   

Steve Kaufman 
Representative     

Member of the        

Advocacy Center  

Mark Thomas 
Representative of the 

Office of Citizens with 

Developmental       

Disabilities   

Sandee Winchell 
Representative of the  

Louisiana                

Developmental       

Disabilities Council  

Linda Kocher  
Member at Large 


